


We will protect our tradition by
living it.

We will achieve excellence by de-
manding it, of ourselves first, and
then of one another, always in the
spirit of brotherly love.

Brethren, this is our lodge. This is
our year. And when we turn the
page into the next year, let it be
said that the brethren of 2026 did
not merely keep the lights on, we
turned the light up brighter than
ever before. May we stand on the
shoulders of our past masters and
the titans of history who sat in
these chairs before us. May we
honor their tradition with our ritual
excellence. And may we remember
that solemn passage from our vol-
ume of sacred law, that "he that
endureth until the end, the same
shall be saved.”

See you in Lodge!

Brandon C. Schoonover
Master

From The West

Greetings Brethren!

We always remember the place
where we grew up. A place of
memories. Some good, some bad,
and even some great. It is a place
where we learned about ourselves,
where we formed beliefs and be-
haviors that would shape who we
are today. That place may be differ-
ent from the place we were born
and it may even be more important
to our growth and maturation. For
many it is a place that we move

Brother Paul Chouinard
Senior Warden

to infrequently if at all.

For a great number of Masons in
San Diego, San Diego 35 is the
place they grew up. But, they have,
for varied reasons, moved on to dif-
ferent Blue Lodges or into the ap-
pendant bodies. And for a variety of
reason, these Brothers rarely return
to Stated Meetings or special
events.

Coming back to Lodge may resur-
rect memories, just like returning to
away from as we mature and return where we grew up. The memories

that were the cause of moving
away. But upon returning we can
see those places and events through
more seasoned and experienced
lenses. Sometimes this returning
allows us to better understand why
things are done a certain way.
Sometimes it just makes us more
confused.

Returning also means that we may
have to interact with a person or
persons who were not always kind-
est or most helpful. In situations
like this, there is always hope that
there will have been positive
change in our absence. This hope is
not often realized either on our part
or that of others. In each degree,
Masonry teaches us the importance
of accepting each other as we are.
And understanding the roles we
play in our relationships inside and
outside of the Lodge.

The New Year offers an opportuni-
ty to come back to the Lodge, meet
the new officers, and reestablish a
place within the Brethren. If it has
been a while, there may be some
familiar faces but also a lot of new
ones. New Brothers who are inter-
ested in you, your views, and your
experiences in Masonry.

So, I invite you back to San Diego
35. As always, Stated Meeting is
the first Friday of the month (except
February and July this year when it
is the second Friday). Dinner at
6:00pm, Lodge at 7:30pm. You can
come for one or come for both.
Whichever you choose, the Lodge
will be happy to see you!

See you in Lodge,

Paul Chouinard
Senior Warden.

To Families, Wives/Widows and Caregivers
Should the person to whom this newsletter is addressed be ill or in some difficulty, please con-
tact the Lodge Secretary at (619) 296-0660 or email him at:

secretary@sandiego35.0rg




Brother Hector Heredia
Junior Warden

From The South

Greetings Brethren,

I want to thank our brethren for
electing me to be Junior Warden of
our Lodge and for permitting me
the opportunity to learn from the
lessons accompanying the duties of

this station. I also want to thank
Worshipful Eric Fuller for his ex-
emplary leadership. He has tru-
ly displayed our masonic virtues
and true brotherly love. I hope he
continues to visit our lodge to be
an example for our new brethren.

For "here we meet as brethren to
learn to know and love each other.
Here we greet each other gladly,
are lenient to each other's faults,
regardful of each other's feelings,
ready to relieve each other's wants.
This is the true religion revealed to
the ancient patriarchs; which Ma-
sonry has taught for many centu-
ries, and which will continue to
teach as long as time endures."
"Charity bids us think the best (of
our brothers), and leave what we
know not to the Searcher of Hearts;
for mistakes, suspicions, and envy
often injure a clear fame; and there
is least danger in a charitable con-

struction,"

"Charity is the great channel,” it has
been well said, "through which God
passes all his mercy upon mankind.
For we receive absolution of our
sins in proportion to our forgiving
our brother... God himself is love;
and every degree of charity that
dwells in us is the participation of
the Divine nature."

"God is love; and he that dwelleth
in love, dwelleth in God, and God
in him." - Morals & Dogma

Just some interesting quotes from
Morals and Dogma. I'm still learn-
ing myself but I'm glad to have you
all as Brothers on this journey to-
gether.

See you in Lodge!!!

Hector Heredia
Junior Warden
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