


2 2 

 

To Families, Wives/Widows and Caregivers 
Should the person to whom this newsletter is addressed be ill or in some difficulty, please con-

tact the Lodge Secretary at (619) 296-0660 or email him at: 
secretary@sandiego35.org 

St. John the Evangelist’s Day is 
another important Masonic holi-
day, observed on December 27. St. 
John the Evangelist, known for his 
teachings of love and brotherhood, 
is also regarded as a patron of 
Freemasonry. This day falls during 
the winter solstice, symbolizing 
hope and the promise of renewal. 
While not a holiday in the tradi-
tional sense, the annual installation 
of lodge officers is a major event in 
the Masonic calendar. These cere-
monies often take place at the end 
or beginning of the calendar year 
and are times for reflection, cele-
bration, and rededication to the 
lodge’s mission. Brothers and their 
families gather for formal ceremo-
nies, banquets, and social events, 
reaffirming their commitment to 
the fraternity, to the Lodge, and its 
ideals. 
 
Freemasonry’s holidays offer the 
brethren a chance to come togeth-
er, honor their shared history, and 
recommit to the values that define 
the organization. Whether celebrat-
ing the feast days of St. John, par-
ticipating in annual installations, or 
observing local traditions, these 
events play a vital role in fostering 
unity and purpose within the frater-
nity.  
 
Wishing all of San Diego Lodge 35 
a happy and healthy holiday sea-
son! 
 
See you in Lodge, 
 
Paul Chouinard 
Junior Warden 
 

From The South 
 
Greetings Brethren, 
 
While not a religion, Freemasonry 
is a society that values moral devel-
opment, charitable works, and the 
fellowship of its members. 
Throughout the year, Freemasons 
honor several holidays and obser-
vances that reflect their values and 
history.  
 
One of the most significant holidays 
in Freemasonry is St. John the Bap-
tist’s Day, celebrated on June 24. 
St. John the Baptist is considered 
the patron saint of Freemasons, and 
his feast day marks the summer sol-
stice. Historically, this day has been 
associated with the dedication of 
Masonic lodges and gatherings of 
members for fellowship and reflec-
tion.  

Freemasons Guide &  
Compendium 
— by Bernard E. Jones 
 
(Continuing from the November 
Edition of the SD.35 Master Ma-
son) 
 
The Candidates Circumam-
bulation  
 
In the mysteries and reli-
gions of all ages there has 
been the formal procession 
three times around a sacred 
place or object, and always 
sunwise-that is, with the 
devotees right side on the 
inner side of the procession. 
The romans of old closely 
observed the custom; in-
deed it was part of their cer-
emony of expiation and pu-
rification, and their word 
“lustratio” implies not only 
purification by sacrifice, but 
moving in a circular direc-
tion. The rite prevailed in 
ancient Britain in the days 
when the stones of Stone-
henge were put in place, 
and were told that the ol 
Welsh names for the cardi-
nal points of the sky — the 
north being the left hand 
and the south the right— 
are evidence of the ancient 
Celtic practice of turning to 
the rising sun. Folklore con-
tains numerous references 
tpo circle magic which is as-

Until then, may the blessings of this 
season be upon you and yours. 
Merry Christmas & Happy Holi-
days! 
 
Fraternally, 
Brandon Schoonover 
Senior Warden 








